SOUTHLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of The Council Meeting
8th June 2026
Present:  Matt Moore (MM), Ollie Rice (OR), John Reed (Chairman) (JR), Anne-Mae Morton (AMM), Graham Cumming (Clerk) (GC)
1. Apologies – Claudine Beard
2. Minutes of the meeting of the 16th March 2026 – These were agreed and the Chairman signed them
3. Matters Arising – The items would be discussed under the relevant agenda items
4. New PCSO – The Clerk stated that he had invited Jacob, the new PCSO to the meeting but had not had any response. In the event he did not attend
5. Update on General Council Issues
a. The clerk brought the Council up to date with what he had been doing since taking office
i. Made contact and Registered with DALC, EDDC Planning, EDDC Democratic Services, Hugo Fox, MTD Accountancy Ltd, PKF, Lloyds Bank, Community Insurance
ii. Prepared accounts for 2024/5 and 2025/6 and submitted them to MTD Accountancy for comment
iii. Obtained quote for Insurance
iv. Requested invoices from Hugo Fox and MTD Accountancy for audit purposes
v. Councilors were generally relaxed about their home addresses being removed from The Declaration of Interests Public view. Ollie Rice had completed his Declaration which The Clerk would forward to EDDC. Action GC 


6. Planning Applications 
a. Gays Farm Southleigh (26/1028/FUL. This was approved by Council after JR and AMM had left the meeting as they had an interest in the application
b. Appeal Decision 23/F0111 – The appeal had been rejected
7. Finance
a. The Clerk had completed the 2024/5 and 2025/6 accounts. These were discussed and agreed.
b.  The Clerk had forwarded them to MTD Accountancy for comment. (Subsequent to the meeting MTD Accountancy had been in touch requesting further details which The Clerk would forward. Action GC
c. There had not been a full budget prepared for the current financial year. The precept of £2,000 was based on a verbal agreement between JR and EDDC. Action GC to prepare a budget based on this amount and also a realistic forecast for the year, to include an amount of £1,500 for clearing the ditches and £150 for the hire of the Village Hall. Action GC
d. A quote for Insurance from Community First was circulated and discussed. AMM would assess the current state of repair of the assets listed in the schedule. It was agreed (Proposed MM, Seconded OR) that an additional bench, value £300 should be added and the three year fixed rate adopted. Action GC
e. It was agreed that DALC membership should be taken at a cost of £115.49 (Proposed AMM, Seconded OL). Action GC
f. It was noted that no donation to the Church PCC for gardening had been made in the previous year as had been the custom. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Marion Barton of the PCC to with a view to making a donation either for just the current year or both years. Action GC
g. It was agreed that the monthly invoice from Hugo Fox could be paid by Direct Debit. Action GC
h. The invoice for the Southleigh.net web domain had been received for £19.49. It was agreed (proposed MM, seconded OR) that this should be paid. Action GC
i. The Clerk’s wage rate was set at £15ph (Proposed MM, Seconded OL). The Clerk was requested to submit monthly timesheets while he was in a catch-up situation. The Clerk had prepared a timesheet to date and 19.5 hours were agreed up until the end of May. Action GC to send timesheet to MTD Accounting
j. There was a query as to whether Jacqui had received a P45 at the end of her period as clerk. Action GC to check with MTD Accountancy
8. There was some general discussion on the stae of the roads in Southleigh. JR commented that three roads were classified as “C” class but Southleigh Hill was not, despite the fact that it was used more by lorries. Southleigh Hill had been “White-lined” for repair but nothing yet had happened. Action GC to contact Devon CC
9. It was agreed (Proposed JR, seconded AMM), that Jacqui and Stuart should both be given a £50 National Garden gift card, with a comment along the lines of “with grateful thanks for your service to Southleigh Parish Council over the last few years”
10. The Clerk mentioned that the Parish Website needed to be neatened up and made easier to navigate. The was generally agreed. Action GC
11. JR requested that going forward PC meetings should be held on odd months and that the next meeting should also be the AGM. Action GC
12. Next Meeting – Monday 20th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
